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The 5th International Symposium
‘Revitalization Strategies after Radiation Disaster’

he Sth International Symposium was held on

February 13th and 14th, 2016 at Hiroshima
University Faculty Club (Higashi-Hiroshima Campus) with
a total of 160 participants from Japan and abroad. This
included researchers, students, and members of industry.
On the first day of the symposium, Phoenix Program
students made oral and poster presentations on their
current research, and received advice and feedback

from the attending researchers and experts. Judging

took place and the three most, well-designed student

posters received an “Excellent Poster Award.”

On the second day, a heated discussion that focused on
“strategies for revitalization” took place following lectures
that were given by experts who are active in the field of
disaster emergencies. It also included a panel discussion
that further engaged all members of the audience
including Phoenix program and other graduate students,

visiting experts, and a range of local faculty members.

Speakers and panels:

o Tomoko Nakanishi (Professor, the Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences, the University of Tokyo)
® Ryugo Hayano (Professor, the Graduate School of Science (GSS), the University of Tokyo)

e Thomas G. Hinton (Professor, Institute of Environmental Radioactivity, Fukushima University)

o Atsuhiko Kakuda (Researcher, Japanese Red Cross Institute for Humanitarian Studies)

e Yukio Hirose (Professor, the Faculty of Societal Safety Sciences, Kansai University)

o Ahmed Meghzifene (Section Head, Division of Human Health, IAEA)

o Christopher Clement (Scientific Secretary, ICRP)

e Jacques Lochard (Director, Nuclear Protection Evaluation Centre: CEPN, Vice-chair, Main Committee of International Commission

on Radiological Protection: ICRP)

o Rethy K. Chhem (Executive Director, the Cambodian Development Resources Institute: CDRI, and the Past Director, Division of

Human Health of IAEA)

o Albert L. Wiley (Senior Physician and Scientific Advisor, REAC/TS, and Head of the World Health Organization (REMPAN)

Collaborating Center at Oak Ridge)

® Thomas E. Johnson (Associate Professor, Colorado State University)
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he meeting of external evaluation committee for
FY 2015 was conducted on the morning of
February 13th, 2016. Following the opening remarks by
Prof. Kenji Kamiya, the program director, Prof. Masao
Kobayashi, the program coordinator, briefed the

committee on the results of the Program’s “Self-study

Bl [he Meeting of External Evaluation Committee 2016

2015”. The committee members asked questions and
offered comments, which were then answered by both
program members and graduate students. Each
committee member then left the meeting with the
distributed materials with the requirement to write and

submit their own individual evaluation report.
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The Hiroshima University

Leading Graduate Program Seminar

n the latest Hiroshima University Leading Graduate

Program Seminar, Professor Tateo Arimoto
(Professor of the National Graduate Institute for Policy
Studies, Principal fellow of the Center for Research and
Development Strategy, Japan Science and Technology
Agency), gave a lecture in English on February 22nd
entitled “Bridging Science, Society and Politics.” Twenty
graduate students and twenty three faculty and staff
from two graduate research programs attended the

seminar.

To begin his lecture, he drew coordinate axes for time
and space on the whiteboard and asked the audience
about their standpoints. At first the students were a little
puzzled about his intentions, however they were
gradually drawn into the discussion by his additional
questions about their disciplines, their countries of
origin and so on. He talked about society’ s various
expectations for science and the changing roles of the
scientist. He then gave background information on the
modernization of universities during the 19th century

followed by the overall progress of science and the

manifestation of complex global issues in the 20th
century. He also mentioned changes which occurred in
the general perception and overall way of thinking
towards science in the 21st century. He referred to
various historical events such as the Cold War and its
end, the World Science Forum and the Budapest
declaration of 1999, the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001,
and the Great East Japan Earthquake with the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant Accident in 2011. He
fully involved the floor in the discussion about
reconsidering the relationship between science, society
and politics. There was no end to the questions and the
seminar continued uninterrupted for two hours
straight. Some students were especially interested in the
relationship between politics and science. Professor
Arimoto made his argument by introducing specific
cases of activities that were carried out by national
science advisors from various countries. He indicated
that there was a strong connection between science and
policies that is indispensable for the successful

realization of radiation disaster recovery and an

inclusive society.
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O n March 4th, during the 3rd leadership seminar of

the year, Mr. Daisaku Horiuchi, General Manager,
Business Strategy & Planning Department, Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries Compressor Corporation, gave a lecture
entitled “Questions for Risk Communication with
Japanese Society from a Japanese business person’s point
of view.” There were 20 participants including 14 Phoenix
program students, as well as 6 faculty and teaching staff.
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Bl Y2015 the 3rd Leadership Seminar

During the lecture, based on his wide range of experience as
amember of a global company, he talked about actual cases,
such as overseas development of medical devices and
participation in an in-house venture project. Asacase study,
he then introduced a controversial Japanese social issue to
the participants. They were fully involved in the group
discussion where they were considering possible responses
to the issue by putting themselves in the position of a private
company manager.
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nterdisciplinary Integrated Seminar is a compulsory
I course in the program organized with optional
activities which students can participate in according to
their interests. The course credits are awarded based on
the students’ submitted achievement reports. The
Short-field Visit offers students on-site, facility
experiences, a range of lectures and/or specific training
related to radiation disaster and /or radiation science.

Shimane Nuclear power Plant (11th Short Field
Visit)
The 11th short field visit was conducted on the 7th of
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Bl [nterdisciplinary Integrated Seminar (Short Field Visit)

March, 2016. Eleven people, including both program
students and teaching staff, visited the Chugoku
Electric Power Company’ s Shimane Nuclear Power
Station.

Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) and
Chiyoda Technol Corporation

The 12th short field visit was conducted from the 14th
to the 16th of March, 2016. Nine people, including
both program students as well as faculty and teaching
staff visited the Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA)
and Chiyoda Technol Corporation.
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